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Analysis of Chinese Heritage Students’ Mandarin Oral Samples
Tseng Chin Chin, Tee Shu Jun

Abstract: Among Chinese language learners, Chinese heritage students comprise
a major portion of the student population. The Mandarin learning abilities of these
students is intimately related to their family backgrounds, the cultural environments
in which they grew up, and their educational backgrounds. Due to the complexity
of these many influences, their performance in terms of language pronunciation,
vocabulary, and grammatical constructions varies widely. Additionally, Chinese
heritage learners’ Mandarin is impacted by the languages and cultures to which
they are frequently exposed. This results in new and different language variants,
producing new language communities.

This research study is an inquiry regarding the language expression and language
variants used by Chinese heritage students. Language Sample Analysis was used to
collect and transcribe online interactive video-clips. Subsequently, analysis was made
of the language output of the students. Analysis of the language data revealed that the
language output was different for each differentiated language region, regardless of
whether it was viewed from the standpoint of language pronunciation, vocabulary, or

grammatical constructions. Some variants were intimately tied up with the students’
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background. For example, Chinese heritage learners born of Taiwanese parents and
living in the United States frequently used a ‘you’ (to have) construction in their
sentences. Of the subjects studied, very few other groups exhibited the use of this
grammatical construction.

Keywords: Chinese heritage students, interlanguage analysis, oral performance,

language variety, language variant
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